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ARIZONA WESTERN COLLEGE 

SYLLABUS 
 
FSC 220 FIRE INSPECTOR I 
Credit Hours:  3    Lec:     3     
 
PREREQUISITES: FSC 152 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Course will provide personnel with the knowledge and skills required of an entry level fire instructor. This course 
meets selected objectives of NFPA 1031 Standard for Fire Inspector Professional Qualifications as published by the 
National Fire Protection Association. 
 
 
1.      COURSE GOALS 

1.1 Introduce the student to the skills necessary to prepare correspondence, communicate verbally, and 
to write inspection reports 

1.2 Expose the student to the techniques in handling complaints 
1.3 Introduce the student to inspection record maintenance as well as fire code research 
1.4 Expose the student to legal proceedings as pertaining to fire prevention 
1.5 Provide the student with the foundation of fire code enforcement and inspection 

 
 
2. OUTCOMES      
 Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

2.1 prepare inspection reports, given agency policy and procedures, and 
observations from an assigned field inspection, so that the report is clear and concise and reflects 
the findings of the inspection in accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the 
policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.2 recognize the need for a permit, given a situation or condition, so that requirements for permits are 
communicated in accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies of the 
jurisdiction. 

2.3 recognize the need for plan review, given a situation or condition, so that requirements for plan 
reviews are communicated in accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies 
of the jurisdiction. 

2.4 investigate common complaints, given a reported situation or condition, so that complaint 
information is recorded, the AHJ-approved process is initiated, and the complaint is resolved. 

2.5 identify the applicable code or standard, given a fire protection, fire prevention, or life safety issue, 
so that the applicable document, edition, and section are referenced. 

2.6 participate in legal proceedings, given the findings of a field inspection or a complaint and 
consultation with legal counsel, so that all information is presented and the inspector's demeanor is 
professional. 

2.7 identify the occupancy classification of a single-use occupancy, given a description of the 
occupancy and its use, so that the classification is made according to the applicable codes and 
standards. 

2.8 compute the allowable occupant load of a single-use occupancy or portion thereof, given a detailed 
description of the occupancy, so that the calculated allowable occupant load is established in 
accordance with applicable codes and standards. 

2.9 inspect means of egress elements, given observations made during a field inspection of an existing 
building, so that means of egress elements are maintained in compliance with applicable codes and 
standards and deficiencies are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the 
applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.10 verify the type of construction for an addition or remodeling project, given field observations or a 
description of the project and the materials being used, so that the construction type is identified 
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and recorded in accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies of the 
jurisdiction. 

2.11 determine the operational readiness of existing fixed fire suppression systems, given test 
documentation and field observations, so that the systems are in an operational state, maintenance 
is documented, and deficiencies are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the 
applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.12 determine the operational readiness of existing fire detection and alarm systems, given test 
documentation and field observations, so that the systems are in an operational state, maintenance 
is documented, and deficiencies are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the 
policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.13 determine the operational readiness of existing portable fire extinguishers, given field observations 
and test documentation, so that the equipment is in an operational state, maintenance is 
documented, and deficiencies are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the 
policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.14 recognize hazardous conditions involving equipment, processes, and operations, given field 
observations, so that the equipment, processes, or operations are conducted and maintained in 
accordance with applicable codes and standards and deficiencies are identified, documented, and 
reported in accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.15 compare an approved plan to an existing fire protection system, given approved plans and field 
observations, so that any modifications to the system are identified, documented, and reported in 
accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction 

2.16 verify that emergency planning and preparedness measures are in place and have been practiced, 
given field observations, copies of emergency plans, and records of exercises, so that plans are 
prepared and exercises have been performed in accordance with applicable codes and standards 
and deficiencies are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the applicable codes 
and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.17 inspect emergency access for an existing site, given field observations, so that the required access 
for emergency responders is maintained and deficiencies are identified, documented, and corrected 
in accordance with the applicable codes, standards, and policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.18 verify code compliance for incidental storage, handling, and use of flammable and combustible 
liquids and gases, given field observations and inspection guidelines from the AHJ, so that 
applicable codes and standards are addressed and deficiencies are identified, documented, in 
accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.19 verify code compliance for incidental storage, handling, and use of hazardous materials, given field 
observations, so that applicable codes and standards for each hazardous material encountered are 
addressed and deficiencies are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the 
applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.20 recognize a hazardous fire growth potential in a building or space, given field observations, so that 
the hazardous conditions are identified, documented, and reported in accordance with the 
applicable codes and standards and the policies of the jurisdiction. 

2.21 determine code compliance, given the codes, standards, and policies of the jurisdiction and a fire 
protection issue, so that the applicable codes, standards, and policies are identified and compliance 
is determined. 

2.22 verify fire flows for a site, given fire flow test results and water supply data, so that required fire 
flows are in accordance with applicable codes and standards and deficiencies are identified, 
documented, and reported in accordance with the applicable codes and standards and the policies of 
the jurisdiction. 

 
 

3. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:  
3.1 Lecture  
3.2 Instructional technology 
3.3 Student participation 
3.4 Classroom exercises 
3.5 Field trips 
3.6 Practical skill application 
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3.7 Examination 
 
 

4.      LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
4.1 Lectures 
4.2 Demonstrations 
4.3 Presentations 
4.4 Practical application 
4.5 Field trips 
4.6 Written exercises and periodic examinations 
4.7 Participation in class discussions and demonstrations 
 
 

5. EVALUATION  
5.1  Learning activities 
5.2  Exams 
5.3 Assignments 
5.4  Participation 

 
 
6. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES  
 6.1 Under AWC Policy, students are expected to attend every session of class in which they are 

enrolled. 
 6.2 If a student is unable to attend the course or must drop the course for any reason, it will be the 

responsibility of the student to withdraw from the course. Students who are not attending as of the 
45th day of the course may be withdrawn by the instructor. If the student does not withdraw from 
the course and fails to complete the requirements of the course, the student will receive a failing 
grade. 

 6.3 Americans with Disabilities Act Accommodations:  Arizona Western College provides academic 
accommodations to students with disabilities through AccessABILITY Resource Services (ARS).  
ARS provides reasonable and appropriate accommodations to students who have documented 
disabilities.  It is the responsibility of the student to make the ARS Coordinator aware of the need 
for accommodations in the classroom prior to the beginning of the semester.  Students should 
follow up with their instructors once the semester begins.  To make an appointment call the ARS 
front desk at (928) 344-7674 or ARS Coordinator at (928) 344-7629, in the College Community 
Center (3C) building, next to Advising. 

 6.4 Academic Integrity: Any student participating in acts of academic dishonesty—including, but not 
limited to, copying the work of other students, using unauthorized “crib notes”, plagiarism, 
stealing tests, or forging an instructor’s signature—will be subject to the procedures and 
consequences outlined in AWC’s Student Code of Conduct. 

 6.5 Texts and Notebooks: Students are required to obtain the class materials for the course. 
6.6 Arizona Western College students are expected to attend every class session in which they are 

enrolled. To comply with Federal Financial Aid regulations (34 CFR 668.21), Arizona Western 
College (AWC) has established an Attendance Verification process for "No Show" reporting 
during the first 10 days of each semester. 
Students who have enrolled but have never attended class may be issued  a “No Show” (NS) 
grade by the professor or instructor and receive a final grade of “NS” on their official academic 
record.  An NS grade may result in a student losing their federal financial aid. 
For online classes, student attendance in an online class is defined as the following (FSA 
Handbook, 2012, 5-90): 

 Submitting an academic assignment 
 Taking an exam, an interactive tutorial or computer-assisted instruction 
 Attending a study group that is assigned by the school 
 Participating in an online discussion about academic matters 
 Initiating contact with a faculty member to ask a question about the academic  
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subject studied in the course 
 
 

 


