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SOCIAL MOBILITY MEASURES  

The Equality of Opportunity Project gave NHEBI permission to include their data in our study this

year. Please visit www.equality-of-opportunity.org for the full paper, college-level data and more

information.Principle researchers are Raj Chetty, John N. Friedman, Emmanuel Saez, Nicholas

Turner and Danny Yagan.The data was collected from federal government sources covering all

students from 1999-2013.The data reports estimates of both parents' (household) and children's

(individual) income distributions by college for children who attended college between ages 19 and 22

in the early 2000s. Note that because of the ages selected these are the more "traditional" students

that attend your college. The college each child attends was defined as the institution the child

attended most frequently during four calendar years in which the child turned 19-22. The study

calculated college-level values as means over students in the 1980, 1981 and 1982 birth cohorts.

When data for a college from any of these cohorts are incomplete, data from the 1983 and 1984

cohorts was used to obtain an estimate.An interactive tool based on the longitudinal data base

(Overall Mobility Index) is available at https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/college-mobility/
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Equality of Opportunity Project

Median Parent Income $38,600 2% 198 $49,600 $58,875 $66,000 $73,925 $81,240

Median Child Individual

Earnings Ages 32-34

$28,000 36% 198 $25,290 $26,675 $29,250 $32,325 $34,610

Low-income Access: %

Parents in Bottom Quintile

27.48% 95% 198 8.02% 10.46% 13.20% 16.46% 22.41%

% of Parents in Top 1% 0.10% 8% 196 0.11% 0.18% 0.31% 0.43% 0.63%
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Success Rate: % of

Children in Top Income

Quintile Among Those

with Parents in Bottom

Income Quintile

8.92% 43% 198 6.10% 7.34% 9.36% 13.52% 16.72%

Mobility Rate: % of

Children who Come From

Bottom Income Quintile

and Reach Top Income

Quintile

2.45% 91% 198 0.79% 0.97% 1.20% 1.71% 2.27%

Number of Students per

Cohort

766 43% 198 294 539 839 2,009 5,964

Overall Mobility Index

Overall Mobility Index 31% 98% 188 13% 15% 18% 20% 24%

Overall Mobility Index *:  % of students from the college that moved up two or more income

quintiles (rounded from longitudinal sample)
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