
 
ASL Intermediate Rubric 

(no fingerspelling required) 

 
 
 

 4 3 2 1 
Correct Vocabulary 

& 
Locatives/Referents 

Student signs vocabulary 
without any errors.  All 
locatives are used 
correctly. 

Student makes 1-2 errors 
in sign production &/or 1-
2 errors in locative use. 

Student makes 3-5 errors 
in sign production &/or 3-
5 errors in locative use. 

Student demonstrates 5 
or more errors in sign 
production &/or 5 or 
more errors in locative 
use. 
 

Basic ASL 
Structure 

Student’s uses 
appropriate ASL 
sentence structure 
throughout the 
presentation 

Student uses appropriate 
ASL sentence structure 
for most of the 
presentation 

Student’s uses 
appropriate ASL 
sentence structure for ½ 
or less of the 
presentation 

Student signs only in 
English word order  or 
inappropriate ASL 
sentence order 

Body Shift / Role 
Shift 

 

Body shift  is appropriate 
during entire 
presentation 
 

Body shift supports 
material but is not 
consistent during the 
presentation 
 

Some body shift is used 
but there are multiple 
errors in its use 
 
 

Body shift is not even 
attempted 
 
 

Non Manual Signals 
(NMS) 

 

Uses appropriate facial 
expressions during the 
entire presentation 

Makes some errors in 
facial expressions 

NMS is used but there 
are multiple errors in its 
use 

Students use no facial 
expressions to match 
ASL grammar 

Classifiers 
 

Uses classifiers during 
presentation that are 
appropriate and correct 
with correct movement 
and handshape 

Most of the time 
Classifiers are used at 
appropriate times, but 
they do not use the 
correct handshapes 

Attempts to use 
classifiers but are not 
correct &/or do not 
support the idea that is 
trying to be signed 

Doesn’t any use 
classifiers when they are 
necessary 

Fluency and Eye 
contact 

(confidence) 

Sings are used fluently. 
Stands up straight looks 
relaxed and confident 
with clear concise 
signing.  Establishes eye 
contact with everyone in 
the room/partner as 
appropriate during the 
presentation. 

Signs are used 
somewhat fluently &/or 
uses some eye contact. 

Uses eye contact, but 
some signs are unclear. 

Slouches and/or does 
not look at people during 
the presentation.  Signs 
may appear unclear. 

Total Points 
(possible total=24) 

    


