
New Student 
Orientation to 
Advisement and 
Registration
Discover your pathway at 
Arizona Western College 



Welcome 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=yUUA_jvMjOw


Agenda 
• AWC Majors (Degrees & Certificates) and General Education 

Requirements.

• Selecting a Pathway/Major and working with your advisor.

• Strategies and tips on how to choose classes and build a 
schedule.

• Ideas and resources to be a successful college student.

• Register for classes.



High School vs. College

College vs. University



Higher Education Pyramid

Doctorate
1-2 years

Master Degrees 
30-60 credits

Bachelor Degrees                              
60+ credits

Associate Degrees                                
60 + credits

Skill Development Courses



What's your Major
Undecided?

Searching for a career ?
Can’t decide on a major ?

•Five Stage Process -
www.azwestern.edu/advisement
www.azwestern.edu/5stageprocess

•AWC 104 - Career Exploration -(2 cr) 8-week class
•Majors Fair – Fall semester

http://www.azwestern.ede/advisement
http://www.azwestern.edu/5stageprocess


www.aztransfer.com

http://www.aztransfer.com/


Areas of Study (Pathways)
◦ Program Pathways are organized by common 

areas, also known as Areas of Study or Career 
Clusters.

◦ Allows students to choose an area of study 
that contains common requirements.

◦ Common requirements allow students to 
complete credits that would apply to most 
programs in each Area of Study.

◦ Ideal for students who are undecided about a 
specific major but have a general idea of what 
direction they want to take.

◦ Program Maps with specific course 
recommendations and sequence will be 
available soon!



AA = Associate in Arts

• AS = Associate in Science
• ABus = Associate in 

Business

Career/Occupational 
Degrees 

AAS=Associate in 
Applied Science

Certificates

. . . are designed to 
enable a student to 

TRANSFER to a university 
in order to pursue a 4yr-

Bachelor’s Degree.

. . . prepare students for entry 
into a specific occupational area 
. . . or possibly prepare them for 

a Bachelor in Applied Science 
(BAS) - an occupational transfer 

degree program 
at a university.

. . . are shorter programs 
designed to upgrade existing 

skills or provide 
competencies for 

employment.

AWC Degrees and Certificates



AWC Professional/Occupational Programs that require an application 
and acceptance before beginning their program

Public Safety
• Law Enforcement Academy
• Fire Academy
• EMT/EMS Paramedic

Radiologic Technology

Nursing
• Certified Nursing Assistant
• Medical Assistant
• Registered Nurse

Allied Health

Booklet page 9 for 
more information





See your specific program 
check-sheet on Self-Service

or
www.azwestern.edu/programs

Major Courses

General 
Education 
Courses
(AGEC)

Electives

http://www.azwestern.edu/programs


English 101/107 & 102/108

Mathematics 142 or higher 
(depends on your specific degree)

Arts & Humanities

(1 course of each area)

Social & Behavioral Sciences

2 courses

Physical & Biological Sciences

2 courses

Additional Courses 2 courses

Awareness Requirements

(C,H/G, 2 (WI)

English

(2 courses 100, 101/107 or 102/108)

Mathematics 105 or higher 
(depends on your specific degree)

Arts & Humanities

1 course

Social & Behavioral Sciences

1 course

Physical & Biological Sciences

1 courses

Additional Courses 1 courses

Awareness Requirements

No requirements

AAS DegreesAA, AS, ABUS Degrees

Booklet page 6 & 7 for specific 
general courses



Guided 
Self-
Placement

Booklet page 11 & 12 for ENG & MAT 
course sequence



Who is eligible:
• 2022 High School graduates who finish at any 

recognized high school in Yuma County (including 
accredited home school students)

• Who complete the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) online every year enrolled at 
AWC.

• Enroll and Attend AWC full-time for a maximum 
of 5 consecutive semesters
(12 credits a semester, or 24 credits a year).
* Full-time is passing grades in at least 12 credits a 
semester, or 24 credits a year.
* Completion of a transfer degree within 5 semesters 
is required for reimbursement.

How it works:
1. Graduate from high school in Yuma County
2. Fill out the FAFSA every year enrolled at AWC
3. Enroll and Attend AWC full-time for a maximum 

of 5 consecutive semesters (12 credits a semester, 
or 24 credits a year).

4. Pay up-front for out-of-pocket tuition and program 
fees expenses

5. Upon earning a transfer degree, transfer to a Yuma-
Based (or Online) university program via one of our 3 
state partners: UA-Yuma, NAU-Yuma, or ASU@Yuma, 
and enroll full-time.

6. Provide verification of full-time enrollment in a Yuma-
based (or online) program offered by one of our three 
state university partners.

7. Apply for a refund in full for all out-of-pocket expenses 
related to tuition and program-related fees.

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa


• Administration, BAS
• Biological and Natural Resource Sciences, BS
• Business Administration, BBA
• Education

• Early Childhood, BAS
• Elementary Education, BSED
• Special and Elementary Education, BSED

• Industrial Technology Management, BAS
• Justice Studies, Bachelor, BAS,
• Logistics and Supply Chain Management, BAS
• Nursing, BSN
• Psychology, BS
• Public Administration 90/30, BIS
• Social Work, BASW
• Sociology, B
• Spanish, BA
• Teaching English as a Second Language Endorsement
• Technology Management 90/30, BIS

• Criminal Justice and Criminology, BS
• Secondary Education, BAE
• Elementary (Special Education), BAE
• Organizational Leadership, BA

• Ag Sustainable Plant Systems: Agronomy / Fresh Produce 
Food Safety Option, BS

• Agriculture Systems Management, BS
• Applied Computing: Digital Design, BAS
• Applied Computing: Information Management, BAS
• Applied Computing: Network Operations, BAS
• Applied Computing: Software Development, BAS
• Applied Science: Administration of Justice, BAS
• Computer Science, BS
• Cyber Engineering, BAS
• Cyber Law and Policy, BAS
• Cyber Operations: Defense and Forensics, BAS
• Engineering Management, BS
• Family Studies & Human Development, BS
• Food Safety, BS
• Human Services, BAS
• Industrial Engineering, BS
• Intelligence and Information Operations: Law Enforcement 

Intelligence BAS
• Intelligence and Information Operations: Information 

Warfare, BAS
• Intelligence and Information Operations: Operational 

Intelligence, BAS
• Nutritional Science, BS
• Organizational Leadership & Regional Commerce: Regional 

Commerce, BAS
• Systems Engineering

ASU@Yuma

nau.edu/YumaUA-Yuma

University Degrees Available in Yuma



Student 
Financial Aid 
Responsibilities

Check your “Self-Service” account for updates and communication from 
Financial Aid.

Enroll only for those classes that apply to the declared program of study.

Maintain satisfactory academic progress each semester.
2.0 minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA)
Cumulative completion rate of at least 65%

Total Completed (finished) Credits
Total Attempted (started ) Credits

Maximum number of overall/cumulative credits does not exceed 80 
credits.

To maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress, student must not :
•Completely withdraw from all classes
•Receive grades of all “NS” and/or “F”
•Exceed the 80 credit maximum

Students will have to repay a part or the entire financial award for
classes not attended, dropped, withdrawn or cancelled.

http://www.azwestern.edu/student_services/enrollment_services/financial_aid/satisfactory_progress.html


Terminology

Credit Hour Dropping VS. 
Withdrawing

Prerequisites and 
Corequisites

Fall/Spring 
Semester
• Winter/Summer 

Sessions

Catalog Year
Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy 

Act (FERPA)



Planning for 
Success

• Talk to your instructors.
• Go to the Success Center (tutoring) early.
• Manage your time.
• Read your textbook.
• Create 2-year plan with your Advisor

Academics

• Take advantage of all resources at AWC.
• Get involved in a group or club.
• Go to a Matador sports events.
• Start on your career now.
• Jobs4Matadors
• TimelyCare

Resources

Booklet page 13 Student Resources



Creating YOUR 
Schedule

Full-time or Part-time

15+ to finish in two years

Back to back classes vs. spread out 
over the day

Create a realistic schedule

Balance Obligations (work, family, 
friends, church, etc)

Study Time (1 cr hr = 2 hrs study)

Take a course in your area of study.

Things to consider…

“C” or better grades 
for graduation

or transfer

“No Show”

Drop/Add week and last day 
to withdraw

“Take care of your GPA”

In Person vs Online Classes



NetID Information





Student Planning

Student Video Tutorials

Introduction to Student Planning
Student Planning-Plan Your Courses

Student Planning- Register for Classes

Request a Program Review

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQzvHVWsiCU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7WEsj-OjrU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fmLMi5NgOs&feature=youtu.be
https://azwestern.instructuremedia.com/embed/ffa006ed-8709-49f1-88b4-3a382621ca3b


Next Step....

Continue
• Continue the Adventure
• Post Evaluation

Explore
• Explore AWC on Canvas
• Explore Career options

Plan
• Plan your Courses via Student Planning and 

request program review
• Schedule an appointment with your advisor

https://azwestern.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_elKgbMU2YXiZyXr
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