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Thesis: The thesis statement establishes the centralizing theme and organization of your paper by identifying your topic and
your stance on that topic. The thesis does more than simply state what the topic of the paper is; it announces the particular point
of view you will take in analyzing that topic. The goal of your introductory paragraph is to provide the reader with enough
information, and interest, to generate your thesis. That is, a well-developed introduction leads to a plausible thesis that will
organize your analysis and the remainder of your paper.

Analytical Content: While summary simply reiterates, in a condensed form, what you have read or understood, analysis
suggests why and how that topic is of interest and what the implications of that topic might be. In other words, summary tells us
what something is about while analysis explains its meaning. The goal of your analysis is to explain to your reader why your
topic is important, the significant aspects of that topic, and the impact of that topic.

Organization/

Paragraph Development: In order to present a successful analysis and maintain your reader’s interest and understanding it is
critical to organize your paper in a logical way. Following your thesis, each paragraph you develop should contain a topic
sentence, or mini thesis, that organizes that paragraph and announces to your reader what that paragraph will be about. Each
paragraph in your paper should support, explain, or relate to your thesis in some way. Further, any outside sources that are
included in your paper need to be introduced and explained so that your ideas, and those of others, flow logically and smoothly

throughout your paper.

Mechanics & Syntax: Even the best of ideas and analysis can be overwhelmed by poor mechanics and sentence structure.

Complete sentences, proper punctuation, and appropriate word choice all contribute to the clarity of your ideas and the success of
your paper. Proofreading and revising your paper, taking it to the Writing Center, and utilizing your grammar and style handbook
are the best ways to ensure proficiency in mechanics and syntax.

Format: Following the appropriate style guide requirements for your paper ensures that you have met academic expectations for
citing sources both in-text and in your Works Cited (MLA) or References (APA) section. Your grammar and style handbook
provides you all of the formatting information you should need; additional online resources are available through the AWC
library homepage.



