Intensive Writing (W)/Critical Inquiry 

Arizona Western College, in accordance with the Arizona general education Curriculum (AGEC), expects the kind of intensive writing and critical inquiry skills which all undergraduate students shall develop as a part of or as an extension of literacy — the ability to reason and communicate through the medium of language. Intensive writing involves the development of communicative competence in written discourse, while critical inquiry involves the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence. Intensive writing and critical inquiry must be sustained in the required Freshman Composition courses as well as in other General Education courses as part of the Transfer General Education Core Curriculum.

The prerequisite for courses meeting the intensive writing/critical inquiry component is ENG 101 eligibility or an appropriate reading score. Intensive writing/critical inquiry courses are identified by a W following the course title. All of the courses on the following AGEC list are writing intensive (W) except the mathematics courses and the 100 level language courses (ASL, FRE, GER, and SPA).

Criteria for embedding Intensive Writing/Critical Inquiry into subject areas of arts and humanities, social and behavioral sciences, physical and biological science and options areas: 

•
written discourse is embedded into the requirements of the GE course either through written papers, reports, quizzes, tests, or examinations. An exception is granted to 101 and 102 Foreign Language courses. 

•
part of the written discourse emphasizes critical inquiry which includes the gathering, interpretation, and evaluation of evidence.

•
some of the written discourse must take place in class, while some is to take place out of class. The written discourse could include an essay question in a quiz, lab report, test, or examination. 

•
written discourse includes a minimum word standard in more than one response, where the writer develops and supports a main idea in non-journalistic style. 

1,000 word minimum — Lab Sciences 

1,500 word minimum — Options Area

(Exception for 101 and 102 Foreign Language courses)

2,000 word minimum — Social and Behavioral Science 

2,000 word minimum — Arts and Humanities 

•
the written discourse is to be arranged in a sequence of increasing complexity/skill in each course, where applicable. 

•
the assignments in written discourse are to be evaluated by the instructor to guide improvement from each assignment. 

•
written discourse is to include a minimum of one out-of-class paper which is to be at least 500 words in length. 

•
at least one form of written discourse must involve revision that incorporates the student’s reaction to written feedback from the instructor, i.e. the student hands in a rough draft, gets it back with comments, then hands in the revision and the rough draft. 

•
short answer replies of 50 words or less are to be excluded from the word minimum requirement in written discourse. 

•
the instructor is to evaluate written discourse from form, which includes overall organization, grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and style.

•
at least 15% of the student’s grade in the course must 
be based on written discourse. 

