EXTREME ERROR LIST
These errors are deemed extreme because students doing sophomore-level work should be aware of these basic grammar issues and be able to avoid them in their composition.

In avoiding these errors, do not let your writing become a string of choppy overly simple sentences!

	GRAMMATICAL ERROR
	DESCRIPTION AND EXAMPLES

	Incomplete sentence—also called a sentence fragment.
	A sentence, at a minimum, must contain both a subject and a verb.
Example—Incorrect:  Early in the morning I take a walk.  On the canal bank.
Example—Correct:  Early in the morning I take a walk on the canal bank.


	Subject-Verb Agreement
	A verb must agree with its subject in number and person.  There are many variations such as compound subject sharing a verb.
Example—Incorrect:  The candidate, as well as his press secretary, were embarrassed.
Example—Correct:  The candidate, as well as his press secretary, was embarrassed.  (‘Candidate’ is the subject of the sentence.  Since it is a singular noun, the verb must also be singular.  The phrase “as well as his press secretary” is an interjection and does not affect the subject/verb relationship.)


	Pronouns and their antecedents
	A pronoun takes the place of a noun and it must agree with its antecedent (the word for which the pronoun stands) in number, gender, and person.
Example—Incorrect:  A hero has tremendous influence on the people around them.

Example—Correct:  A hero has tremendous influence on the people around him. (The noun ‘hero’ is the antecedent to the pronoun ‘him’.  ‘Hero’ is singular; therefore, its pronoun must also be singular.)


	Run-on Sentence—also called a ‘fused’ sentence
	A run-on sentence occurs when two independent clauses are joined without appropriate ‘connectors’.  Independent clauses (capable of standing alone as a sentence) may be joined together.  There are two ways to do that:  (1) with a comma and an appropriate conjunction, or (2) with a semicolon, colon or dash.  
Example--Incorrect:  I answered the teacher’s questions then he said I would have to come to the office where he would call the counselor and we could settle the issue.
Example—Correct:  I answered the teacher’s questions. He then said I would have to come to the office, where he would call the counselor and we could settle the issue.


	Comma Splice
	A comma splice is related to the run-on sentence; it results when two independent clauses are joined by only a comma.
Example--Incorrect:  Study efficiently for your econ exam, you may earn an ‘A’!

Example—Correct:  Study efficiently for your econ exam, and you may earn an ‘A’!

Example—Correct:    Study efficiently for your econ exam--you may earn an ‘A’!
Example—Correct:  Study efficiently for your econ exam; you may earn an ‘A’!



	Usage
	Some words sound the same, are spelled differently, and have very different meanings.  Their misuse indicates grammatical weakness.  A sample of these follows.


	
	“There” can be used as many parts of speech, but most often is used to indicate a position, place, or time.

Example:  There are several determinants that can affect demand.

“Their” is a possessive of the pronoun “they”.  It is an adjective.

Example:  The choice is theirs.  

Example:  Their home is in Yuma.

“They’re” is a contraction meaning “they are”.

Example:  They’re doing well in economics.


	
	“You” is a pronoun indicating the person being addressed.

Example:  Would you like something to read?
“Your” is the possessive of the pronoun “you”.

Example:  Sally is your client.

“You’re” is a contraction meaning “you are”.

Example:  You’re an excellent student.



	
	“Its” is the possessive of the pronoun “it”. 
Example:  The nation must protect its security.

“It’s” is a contraction meaning “it is”.

Example:  It’s time to prepare for the exam.



	
	“To” can be used either as a preposition or as an adverb.
Example:  It is time to write the essay.

Example:  James drove back to Yuma after class.

“Two” is an adjective and is the written form of the numeric “2.”
Example:  I ordered two pair of shoes!

“Too” is an adverb meaning ‘excessive’ or ‘also.’

Example:  I will come to the study group, too. 

Example:  The house is too large to be energy efficient.



	
	“Affect” is used primarily as a verb meaning ‘to influence’.

Example:  Determinants of demand affect the curve.
“Effect” is used primarily as a noun meaning ‘result’.

Example:  The effect of a resource price increase is a shift of the supply curve in (to the right).


These examples and rules are a sample of all that needs to be known and considered in avoiding these extreme errors.  Consult your style manual for more information on identifying and avoiding these and other grammatical errors.
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