Communication-Embedded Writing
Arizona Western College intended student learning outcomes for embedded written Communication is the same as the Communication outcome which includes that learners provide writing that is clear, with a specific thesis and awareness of audience; fully develops examples to support thesis in a logical, coherent manner; demonstrates original thinking, depth of analysis, and comprehension of material used; and that shows high proficiency in standard English grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
Tools for Assessment and Criteria for Success

100% of writing samples evaluated with a 5 point locally developed rubric will receive a score of 3 or high. The LEAP Committee’s criteria was the same as 2007-2008 which is to collect writing samples from students who have completed over 50 credit hours and had successfully passed English 100. The Office of Institutional Effectiveness Research and Grants provided the data list of 99 students who met the criteria. The Vice-President for Learning Services created a letter to faculty seeking participation of the learning outcomes assessment in embedded writing. 45 letters were sent to faculty. 

Summary of Data Collected

A total of 33 writing samples were collected and a score team comprised of 3 faculty/staff members used the written communication rubric. Scores were averaged and indicated the following: Thesis 2.89; Thesis Support 2.91; Analysis 2.91; Comprehension 2.91; and Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation at 2.91.

Use of Results

The written communication rubric using the five point scale was used by score teams. Results indicate that the writing samples evaluated scored 2.89-2.91 during Spring 2008. 

During Fall 2008, the LEAP Committee compared results from both the Communication and Embedded Writing. A recommendation to substitute English 101 as replacement for previous embedded writing criteria was approved. This change will begin with Spring 2009 writing samples. 
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	Use of Results

	Arizona Western College graduates will demonstrate competency in communication, critical thinking, quantitative analysis and technology applications. (Learning Centered Values from Arizona Western College Vision 2012: A Vision in Progress pg. 5) 
	Learners provide writing that provides a clear, specific thesis and awareness of audience; fully develops examples to support thesis in logical, coherent manner; demonstrates original thinking, depth of analysis, and comprehension of material used; and that shows high proficiency in standard English grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
	100% of writing samples evaluated with a 5 point locally developed rubric will receive a score of 3 or high
Students who have completed over 50 credit hours and had successfully  passed English 100 were selected for this sampling 

	A total of 33 writing samples were collected. Average scores were as follows-and indicated in the graph below.
Thesis 2.89;

Thesis Support 2.91;

Analysis 2.91;

Comprehension 2.91; and 

Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation at 2.91
	Results indicate that the writing samples evaluated scored 2.89-2.91 during Spring 2008. 

The LEAP Committee did not see any useful results from Spring 2007 and Spring 2008.  A recommendation to substitute all courses in English 101 as replacement for the previous embedded writing was approved. This change will take affect in Spring 2009.
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