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	Arizona Western College graduates will demonstrate competency in communication, critical thinking, quantitative analysis and technology applications. (Learning Centered Values from Arizona Western College Vision 2008.0® A Vision in Progress)

In 2003, the writing samples were a response to one of two questions by the students at the testing center rather than from existing assignments pulled from classrooms. This change was done as a result of 2002 assessment feedback from the scoring team.

	Learners provide writing that provides a clear, specific thesis and awareness of audience; fully develops examples to support thesis in logical, coherent manner; demonstrates original thinking, depth of analysis, and comprehension of material used; and that shows high proficiency in standard English grammar, spelling, and punctuation.


	100% of writing samples evaluated with a 5 point locally developed rubric will receive a score of 3 or higher


	17 of 33 (51.6%) of the graduates received scores of 3 or higher. 
11 of 33 (33.3%) graduates received scores of 2.0, 5 of 33 (15.2 %) received 2.5, 9 of 33 (27.3%) received 3.0, 3 of 33 (9.1 %) received 3.5, and 5 of 33 (15.2%) received 4.0.


	Scorers stated that the rubric continues to be inconsistent and problematic.
Scorers’ feedback indicate that students clearly need to improve development of claims (many claims are left unsupported), critical thinking, organization, and grammar (spelling, usage, syntax/sentence structure, and punctuation).  CHANGE FOR IMPROVEMENT OF LEARNING: The rubric will be revised for Spring 2004 assessment. The holistic rubric does not provide information specific to each skill area. 
Presentations by and for faculty have improved the understanding and awareness of the WAC requirement.

The Communications division is doing assessment that will help identify areas needing improvement. Communication between faculty will take place to share strategies and assignments for reinforcing writing skills across the curriculum. Methods used may include focus groups, workshops, web pages and a survey to see what components of the GE writing outcomes are being included as evaluation criteria on assignments.




