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	Arizona Western College graduates will demonstrate competency in communication, critical thinking, quantitative analysis and technology applications. (Learning Centered Values from Arizona Western College Vision 2008.0® A Vision in Progress)


	Learners will demonstrate the ability to take charge of their own thinking.

Learners will demonstrate an intellectually disciplined process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and/or evaluating information gathered from, or generated by, observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication, as a guide to belief and action.


	Graduates will earn scores to put them in the 50th percentile (national norm) or above on the CAAP standardized exam for critical thinking.


	19 of 45 graduates (42.2%) scored in the 50th percentile or above on the exam. The average score was 49.04 with 7 students (13.3%) scoring in the 90th percentile.


	Most degrees do not require a course in critical thinking. Therefore, faculty is challenged with teaching and re-enforcing critical thinking skills across the curriculum. This will be a focus area for faculty development for 2004.

Doing pre and post critical thinking assessment  with CAAP is being discussed.  

Student Services have been asked to include a critical thinking component to the orientation class. Learning Services will partner with Student Services to develop and deliver critical thinking seminars for students.

The possibility of having “Odyssey of the Mind” or a similar activity for AWC students is being explored.

Plans are underway to a student honors colloquium develop critical thinking web pages for students that will be part of the AWC web site.

In the next cycle, we will pay for additional CAAPS reports to identify student performance in specific critical thinking areas.

 


