Northern Arizona University – Yuma Branch Campus
National Science Foundation

Opportunities to Advance Students in Science

Science Scholarships

For Biology and Environmental Science Students
The Northern Arizona University-Yuma Branch Campus has been awarded $600,000 from the National Science Foundation for Scholarships for Science.  This grant will support a cohort of 15-25 students for two years.   Applications will be accepted beginning February 1, 2011 with the first review on March 1, 2011 and continuing until all slots have been filled for the cohort, which will begin fall semester 2011.  Scholarships will be awarded (depending on need) for up to $10,000 per year. Students can renew the scholarships for a second year based on satisfactory progress and continued funding.  In addition, funding is based on nine months and all participants will be strongly encouraged to participate in summer internships or jobs and earn addition valuable experience and resources.
Students will be selected for scholarships through a competitive application process. A rigorous plan of study will be developed for all students.  Participants will attend full-time for two years of cohort classes, receiving extra support through a learning community. Beyond the classroom, cohorts will participate in natural history field trips, scientific meetings, internships, and research-related activities.

Eligible students will have a declared major in biology or environmental science, demonstrate academic talent and financial need, and are U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Those underrepresented in science (women, disabled, Latino, African American, Native American, Pacific Islander) are especially encouraged to apply.  In addition, students will need to have completed very specific courses and these are described in the application.  During the fall of 2011 selected students will enroll in Organic Chemistry, Genetics, Ecological Monitoring, STEM Seminar and one other course depending on major.

For additional information see https://www.azwestern.edu/Institutional_Research/nsf_scholarships.html or contact Principal Investigator Tim Whittier (tim.whittier@nau.edu) at 928.344.7589.

Completed application should be mailed or delivered to:

Dr. Tim Whittier

NAU Science Research facility Room 113

2020 S Avenue 8E

PO Box 6236

Yuma AZ 85366-6236

APPLICATION PROCEDURES
1. Complete Personal Information page

2. Complete Financial Aid Information and FAFSA

3.  Complete Education Background Information

· Submit unofficial transcripts from all schools
· Complete Survey of Science Courses
4.  1-2 page Statement of Interest
5.  Description of Experience in Science
· Attach Resume

6.  Statement of Demonstrated Work Ethic

7.  Description of Other Sills
8.  Contact Information for References
9.  Interview – if a finalist
Application Form

Northern Arizona University – Yuma Branch Campus

National Science Foundation - Opportunities to Advance Students in Science

Science Scholarships

1. Personal Information:

Name: First _______________________ Last _______________________ MI ___  
Address: ___________________________________________________

City________________________ State ___________ Zip ___________
Telephone Number: (___________)________________________ 
Email ______________________________________________________
Social Security Number ____________________________________

Gender:

___ Male
 ___Female

Ethnicity (choose one): This information is used to determine if an applicant is from a recognized underrepresented group in science. However, please note that all applications are welcome and it is not a requirement that a person be from an underrepresented group.  These scholarships focus on “academically talented yet financially needy” students. However, it is an explicit goal of this grant to increase the number of underrepresented students in science and as a result, some preference is extended to these students.
___ Hispanic or Latino 

___ American Indian or Alaska Native

___ Asian

___ Black or African American
___ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

___ White

___ Other (specify): ___________________
Are you Bilingual?  
__________ Yes

_____________ No

If yes, please verify with attached copy of CLEP examination or transcript and indicate here which language(s) you speak in and check the following which applies to you: 

I have ability in _________________________________________
Reading Level _______ Writing  Level___________ Speaking  level ___________

Citizenship (to qualify you must be able to answer yes to one of the below).
Are you a U.S. Citizen?    
___Yes

___ No  
If not, check only the following which applies to you:


Permanent U.S. resident?
___ Yes

___ No

Refugee under section 207?
___ Yes

___ No

Alien lawfully admitted to the U.S. for permanent residence?





___ Yes

___ No
2.  Financial Aid Information.

Students must complete the Financial Form (FAFSA).  Contact your financial aid office if you have questions.  Please send your FAFSA results to NAU-Yuma.
File a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA available online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
Do you receive any Military education benefits?  If so, please describe.  These will not qualify or disqualify you from receiving a scholarship but may be needed to calculate your scholarship award.

3. Educational Background:
Intended course of study/major:   Environmental Science   or    Biology 
GPA:

If you have attended more than one school list the GPA for each school.

Have you completed any of the following courses? Check those completed. Indicate Grade.  (Note: Only those courses indicated with * are required for the scholarship).  If you are currently taking any of these courses merely note the grade as IP for in progress.  If you have an otherwise strong application but are missing some courses please contact Tim Whittier for more information





Grade
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
_____ *First Semester Majors Biology (BIO 181)



______


_____ *Second Semester Majors Biology (BIO 182)


______
_____ *First Semester General Chemistry (CHM 151)


______
_____ *Second Semester General Chemistry (CHM 151)


______
_____ *Pre-calculus (MAT 187)




______
_____ Calculus Math 220




______
_____ *English 101




______
_____ *English 102




______
_____ College Physics I (PHY 201) (required for Biology majors)

______
_____ College Physics II (PHY 202) (required for Biology majors)

______
_____ Arizona AGEC completed?




______
Please list other relevant science courses you have completed
1.

2.

3.

Etc.

Attach unofficial transcripts from all previous colleges or universities.  Official transcripts will be required if selected.
Please describe how you have been motivated with respect to your academic goals (1/2 page or less)
4.  In 1-2 pages describe why you are interested in this scholarship and what you hope to gain from participating in this opportunity. Please, feel free to incorporate any other information that you feel is relevant to your application.

5. Please describe your experience with science.  For instance, describe your volunteer work, internships, employment, outdoor recreation or other activities you have participated in that are science-based or somehow have enhanced your understanding of science.  ½ page or less.

In addition to this statement, please attach a resume.  Within the resume be sure to identify any special awards, community service, achievements or honors you may have received. 
6. We are looking for students who are willing to work hard and have a track record of hard work.  Please show us that you have a demonstrated work ethic. ½ page or less.
7. Do you have other skills that make you a valuable student and possibly a valuable employee?  For instance, do you have skills in welding, teaching, construction, military, computers, marketing, sales, etc. ½ page or less.
8.  Names, addresses, email and phone numbers of two academic references that will be contacted if you are a finalist.
9. Interview.

If you are selected as a finalist, you will be asked to attend an interview with the selection committee. If you are out of town, this interview may occur via the telephone.

Other Information:
DRAFT CRITERIA FOR STUDENT
1. Financially Needy    ( PELL   ( Military   ( $______________EFC

  0- 50 points

2. Demonstrated Academic Ability. Attach Transcript _______GPA

  0- 50 points

3. Underrepresented?  






  
  0-25 points

4. Special Considerations

  ( Bilingual _____________ and ___________________ (CLEP or transcript)
   0-10 points

  ( Especially Motivated with respect to Academic Goals


   0-5 points

  ( Compelling Statement of Interest in Essay




   0-5 points
  ( Exceptional Communication Skills





   0-10 points
  ( Experience with Science (Internships, Employment, etc.)


   0-15 points
  ( Demonstrated Work Ethic 





     
   0- 5 points
  ( Other skills (i.e. welding, military, teaching, construction, etc)

   0-10 points
  ( Committee Interview






   0-15 points








Total Points         ________/200 

Draft Conditions of Acceptance

If awarded a scholarship, you will need to sign a letter of acceptance agreeing to the following:

Acceptance into NAU

Meet all requirements for award of financial aid

Attend orientation activities prior to start of class

Attend all class meetings and activities
Participate in mandated field trips

Keep the campus Code of Conduct

Maintain at least a 3.0 grade point average with no fails 

Agree to participate in the cohort-based curriculum taking all assigned courses and activities associated with the cohort

Participate in the OASIS seminar (learning community)
Limited or no outside employment not related to a B.S. in Biology or 

Environmental Sciences
Maintain contact with NAU-Yuma for three years post-graduation to allow for 

follow-up assessment
Sign a contract

Students that fail to live up to these conditions may risk losing their scholarship.  However, prior to losing any scholarship, the student has the right to appeal to the scholarship Committee and explain the circumstances behind the situation.  The committee will then have the ability, if it so chooses, to place the student on probationary status until the situation is resolved.
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